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Toolkit – Activities to develop/promote attractively for STEM 

Name of the Good 

Practice 
Dissection and Observation of Tissues within a Chicken Claw  

Summary  
Before the students enter the classroom, purchase and cook the chicken claws. Leave them to cool.  

Then, in class, the children will dissect it. 

Objective 

To analyse the distinct tissues that form an organ.  

To reinforce the organizational structure of living beings:  cell, tissue, organ, system.  

 

Target Group 
Children 10 – 12 years old 

  

Development / 

Implementation 

description 

Once the students are divided into groups of 4, distribute a pair of claws to each group. They’ll observe 

the exterior and draw a representation. Then ask they students what they’ve seen from the outside, 

they’ll answer “SKIN.” Confirm that as the correct answer and give further explanation that skin is 

“Epithelial Tissue”’ & write the name on the board.  

Now using scissors, students will cut open the claw to observe the interior & distinct tissues. And they 

will identify step by step every kind of tissue they come across. Name them and describe them. 

Duration 
1 session of 45 minutes – 1 hour  

Needed Materials 

for 

implementation 

- Precooked chicken claws 

- Gloves 

- Scissors 

- Trays to hold the claws 

- Worksheet with the  “Observation table” 

- Magnifying glass (optional) 

 

Context of 

implementation 

The activity may be conducted in the normal classroom with students situated in groups of 4. Only 1 

instructor is needed for successful implementation but use of additional support teachers if available is 

encouraged.  

Results & Tips 

- It is essential to help the students make a good cut in the middle of the claw for optimal 

observation.  

- As the students make observations, they will likely not know exact terminology & make 

statements such as “This is skin/meat.” – referring to muscular tissue. Or “Teacher, this looks 

like bone, but it’s not because you can bend it.” – referring to cartilaginous tissue, like that 

found in our ears.  

 

Innovation and 

Success factors 

- The students enjoy the activity and that they feel like medical examiners dissecting a cadaver.  
- They learn in a practical yet fun way that: epithelial tissue + muscular tissue + blood tissue + 

bone tissue + cartilaginous tissue = an organ (the chicken claw).  
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- When working within mixed groups, what one student doesn’t observe, another will.  
 

Risks / challenges 

- Making an inadequate cut in the claw 
- The group may be not be observant and not recognize any tissues. (Which will enrich the 

contributions of other groups)  
 

Assessment 

- Individual: checking their observation worksheet and their written report of their observations. 
- Group: attitudes of members, supported contributions. 
- Self-Evaluation: Each student will evaluate according to the worksheet and group contributions  

 

Links / Resources 

This link is a similar activity but here the students are observing a joint (Muscles, bones, tendons, and 

ligaments).  

Key words  Cell, tissue, organ, system, claw 

 
Further Suggestions: 
Once the activity is completed, each group can go to younger students’ classrooms (~ age 6 - 9) to explain the findings as if they 
were teachers: this is very enriching and interesting. 
The activity may also be completed using microscopic observation so that the students can further investigate the CELL-TISSUE-
ORGAN hierarchy.  
 

https://es.video.search.yahoo.com/search/video?fr=mcafee&p=disección

+de+una+pata+de+pollo#id=1&vid=f0a03cbaac6f95388fb956a4aeb1ccc6&

ac  


